
History of 
St. Bernard Library 
and St. Joseph’s Hall

Construction site of St. Joseph’s Hall, the 
second floor being added. St. Bernard Library

 in the distance getting a new roof. 1958.

Construction site of St. Joseph’s Hall, 
laying the foundation. 1958.

St. Joe’s, as it is often called today, is 
a two-story brick building with a 
perpendicular wing at each end. Its 
façade splits into three bays, with a 
dominant, projecting central bay that 
rises slightly above the roofline, capped by a curved, broken pediment. 

Those entering its main entrance are greeted with the mural 
St. Joseph the Carpenter, painted by John de Rosen, the artist 
who also made the Christ in Majesty mosaic at the Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception, Washington, D.C. 

St. Bernard Library was originally built 
as a barn in 1895, but was converted 
into the library in 1957. Its interior was 
entirely stripped, and a balcony added 
around half of the reading room to house the book stacks. The entire west 
and east elevations were re-designed and replaced, the east side notably 
changed with the addition of a large two-story bow windows. This re-design 
visually united it with the newly built St. Joseph’s Hall, and a new covered 
walkway physically linked the two together. Thomas H. Locraft renovated the 
library and designed St. Joseph’s Hall in a Colonial Revival style, contracting 
with Skinker & Garret as the builder, who began work in November 1957. 

A ground breaking ceremony featured 
the Metropolitan Police Band playing 
spirited music. The concluding address 
was given by the Most Reverend John 
M. McNamara, D.D. V.G., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Washington, who had the 
honor of turning the first shovel full 
of soil to celebrate the first day of 
construction. 

St. Joseph’s Hall and St. Bernard Library
close to completion. 1958.

Most Reverend John M. McNamara D.D. V.G., 
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, breaks ground 
for St. Joseph’s Hall, with Ann Weeks Hancock 

’58 (left), High School Class President and
 Jeanine Rahaim Temple JC’58 (right), Junior 
College Student Government President. 1957.



Both buildings were dedicated on 
May 2, 1959, with the benediction 
delivered by the Most Reverend
Patrick A. O’Boyle D.D., Archbishop 
of Washington.

Also installed was a language laboratory with booths equipped 
with tape recorders, microphones, and earphones. The building 
served students and faculty, with little renovation, until 2002 when 
the building needed a new HVAC system, which provided 
much-welcomed air conditioning. Other crucial improvements were 
also added, such as wiring for computers and a life safety system, 
all necessary upgrades for a twenty-first century educational structure. 

The city has moved into the country, 
even at Georgetown. Where the cows once

 munched their feed, students in a few months 
will be hard at work over their books.

As construction completion approached, the 
1958 bi-annual report of the Alumnae Association 
published an account of its progress, observing:

The new building greatly expanded 
teaching spaces for the high school 
and junior college, including two biology and two chemistry
laboratories, an art studio, a home economics suite, a typing 
room, and a lecture room. 

~Susan Nalezyty, School Archivist
Saint Jane de Chantal Salesian Center

Art Studio, St. Joseph’s Hall. 
circa 1961.

Science Lab, St. Joseph’s Hall. 
circa 1961.

Typing Room, St. Joseph’s Hall. 
circa 1961

St. Bernard Library, interior. circa 1960
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